[image: image1.png]SOUTHERN COALITION
FOR SOCIAL JUSTICE

R





Frequently Asked Questions about the 2010 Census
for Non-profit Organizations 
1. What is a Census Partner, how can my organization become one, and what are the benefits of doing so?

The Census Bureau has created the Partnership Program, which allows organizations, groups, local governments, businesses, etc. to “team up” with the Census Bureau. There are two different types of partners: national and local. Becoming a national partner is only necessary if your organization covers more than one state, so that you may communicate with the National Census Bureau.  Local partners communicate with their designated Partnership Specialist.
The main perks of being a Census Partner are that you can apply to the Partnership Support Program, create a new Complete Count Committee in your area, set up a Questionnaire Assistance Center, create a Be Counted program, and get free Census promotional materials sent to you.

The deadline for become a Partner (local or national) is April 1, 2010, official Census Day. 
2. What is a Partnership Specialist?

A Partnership Specialist is someone hired by the Census Bureau to assist community groups, organizations, local government, and others who are doing Census outreach. Specialists can help you in becoming a Census Partner, joining or forming a Complete Count Committee, setting up a Questionnaire Assistance Center, creating a Be Counted program, applying for the Partnership Support program, or delivering free Census promotional materials to you. Each state has Partnership Specialists who cover a certain number of counties, and also Partnership Specialists who cover certain communities (Latino/a, indigenous).
3. How can I contact the Partnership Specialist in my area?

The Southern Coalition for Social Justice has contact information for all the Partnership Specialists in North Carolina.  Partnership Specialists in Louisiana, Virginia, Georgia and Florida can be found by contacting their respective regional offices:
LA: 214-637-9680

GA & FL: 404-335-1467

VA: 704-936-5330
4. Does the Census Bureau have promotional materials in Spanish available and accessible for my organization?

Yes, they do. Most of these are in the form of one-pagers that are directed towards people living in Puerto Rico. Much of the information within them still applies to people living outside of Puerto Rico. The Census Bureau also makes available bilingual sample Census forms.  You can find these promotional materials at the following web address: 
http://2010.census.gov/2010census/promotional_materials/009579.html
The Southern Coalition has fliers in Spanish from the Census Bureau, which are not located on their website. We can provide you with the PDF forms of these.

In addition, Ms. Dayling Tolan, an NC Census Partnership Specialist, has other materials in Spanish, such as mugs and tote-bags, which she can distribute to your organization. See the Partnership Specialist attachment for her contact information.

Lastly, the Southern Coalition is creating more outreach materials; so if your organization would like to see brochures or one-pages with specific information on them, please let us know, and we can work on creating those.
5. Can my organization still apply for funding through the Census Bureau in order to obtain self-tailored promotional materials?

Yes. While the 2009 Partnership Support Program has ended, the Census plans to announce the 2010 Partnership Support Program soon after the federal fiscal year begins in October. This program allows Census Partners to apply for funding of up to $2,999 to receive self-tailored materials and/or cover printing expenses. Your organization can choose a local or online vendor to create the materials. In order to apply, you must first become a Census Partner through your local Partnership Specialists (see attached Partnership Agreement Form) and complete the Partnership Support Program Funding Request form (attached).
6. What is a Complete Count Committee?
There are two different types of Complete Count Committees (CCC): a local government CCC, which is assembled by the highest-elected local government official; and a community CCC, which is assembled by community members. Both serve the purpose of developing and implementing locally-based outreach and awareness for the 2010 Census.  Many of them meet at a designated location on a regular basis to discuss strategies.
7. How do I find out if a Complete Count Committee exists in my area, and how can my organization join it?

You can contact the Partnership Specialist who covers your county in order to determine if there is a Complete Count Committee nearby. They can set you up with the person who assembled the CCC, and the time and location of the meetings. Some local government CCC’s have a closed invite list and may not let certain organizations join.
8. Can my organization create our own Complete Count Committee?
Yes. You must first contact the Partnership Specialist that covers your county and become a local Census Partner.  After doing this, your Partnership Specialist can assist your organization in creating a Complete Count Committee. Once established, you can invite whomever you like to join and be a part of regular meetings. 

The Census Bureau has said that they would like to have all CCC’s established by December 31, 2009.
9. What is a Questionnaire Assistance Center and how can my organization become one?
This is a public site which serves as a walk-in center available to help people – especially those with little or no English-speaking ability – complete the official census questionnaires. QACs will be open from February 2010 through April 2010.

Your organization can indicate interest in becoming a QAC provider by marking the appropriate check box when signing the Census Bureau’s Partnership Agreement Form. Your Partnership Specialist can then assist you in securing a spot to become a site.
The deadline for doing so is by the end of October 2009, although no official day has been set.

10. What is a Be Counted site and how can my organization become one?
The Be Counted program is used to make Census questionnaires available at public sites so that individuals who did not receive one by mail or were missed in being part of the household questionnaire can “be counted.” Be Counted sites will be open from March 2010 to April 2010.
Your organization can indicate interest in becoming a Be Counted site by marking the appropriate check box when signing the Census Bureau’s Partnership Agreement Form. Your Partnership Specialist can then assist you in becoming a site.

The deadline for doing so is also by the end of October 2009.
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