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Southern Coalition 
for Social Justice

Census 2010 Outreach Project
  Small Grants Program 
                                     Round Two

Overview of Project:
SCSJ is working with groups in five key southern states to ensure that there is a complete count in the 2010 census. Careful studies of past census counts demonstrate that underrepresented populations are more likely to be missed in the census, and the consequences are significant for their communities. Census counts have a direct impact on the distribution of federal funds as well as voting power.
Census counts are directly tied to the federal dollars communities receive for important services such as education funding, affordable housing support, job training, social services, roads, bridges and other community development opportunities. 

Census counts also directly impact a community’s political voice because the numbers inform voting districts and determine how communities are represented. In terms of direct impact, that’s why it is important to make sure that everyone is counted!
We are contacting organizations like yours that are a trusted voice in your communities, and we are hoping that you will work with us to reduce the undercount in the 2010 census.
Grant Eligibility Criteria:
Organizations must meet the following criteria to apply for SCSJ Census Small Grants Program.

1) Organizations must be located in one of the five states that experienced the highest rate of undercount in the southeast: Virginia, North Carolina, Georgia, Florida and Louisiana.
2) Organizations must work with one of our target communities or other communities that are “at risk” of being undercounted.

· People and families that live in rental property
· Transient communities, such as the homeless and migrant workers
· Native Americans and poor, rural communities
· Immigrants (census counts are for everyone, regardless of citizenship status)
· The elderly and people who live in group housing
· African-American and other racial minority communities
3) Organizations that have previously applied for the SCSJ mini-grant but were not granted can make a new proposal, or may resubmit their previous application with an answer to the new question (#6) and any further amendments they would like to make.


Amount Guidelines:
Organizations meeting our eligibility criteria can apply for up to a $3,000 grant to support their work in reducing the undercount. 
Project Examples:

Funding through this grant program can be used for creative and innovate projects to promote the census in target communities. These projects can incorporate elements of your own organization’s mission and the interests of the communities you work with. Some example projects include:
· An organization that works with migrant farmworker populations could distribute water bottles to their communities with census literature inside, as well as information about ways to reduce the risk of illnesses caused by heat and pesticides in the fields.

· An organization rooted in a “hard-to-count” community could canvass and phone-bank that community from April through July to ensure that everyone is filling out and returning census forms.
· An organization that works with rural working-class people could organize a census outreach table at a local festival or event that is attended by community members.
· A tenants association in a public housing complex could host a series of pick-up basketball games and emphasize the importance of young black males being counted.

· A PTA in a school with a large number of Latino students could write and perform a bilingual play about the importance of being counted in English and Spanish.
What’s New in Round Two:
Projects may continue past April and into July 2010, since there will be a need for continued outreach in undercounted communities during this time. The final count doesn’t end until July.

We will not have a rolling application process, as we did in the previous round. All groups will be notified of grant decisions by February 22, 2010.

For round two of our small grant program, SCSJ would like to emphasize to organizations the importance of monitoring the census count as it happens in our communities. The Census Bureau  will track mail-in response rates of the census survey, and is promising to make this information widely available. SCSJ would like to work with grantees in order to help ensure they have access to the information they need to be effective in their census work.
As the census draws closer, community groups and non-profits in partnership with SCSJ have been working to connect census outreach to broader organizing around changing the political landscape in our communities. Our friends at the Southern Echo have outlined a 4 step model of engagement which explains how the census can be used as the first step towards a process of civic participation in our communities – from redistricting to elections and finally to post-election accountability.  
Resources for this model and other census related material – from fliers to news articles – will be posted and updated on our website at www.southercoalition.org.
Project Timeline:

Grant applications are being accepted until Tuesday, February 16, 2010, by 5pm. Grant decisions will be made no later than February 22, 2010.  Funds will be dispersed as soon as grantees sign and return their contracts.  Projects should be completed by the end of July, 2010.
Southern Coalition 
for Social Justice

Census 2010 Outreach Project
 Small Grants Program Application
Round Two

	Application Date:
	

	Organization:
	

	Address:
	

	City:
	
	State:
	
	Zip:
	

	Web Site:
	

	Contact Person:
	

	Telephone:
	
	Email Address:
	

	Amount Requested:
	



Narrative    Please limit your narrative to a total of 2-3 pages.
1. Please describe the mission and work of your organization.
2. What are your organization’s most significant accomplishments and challenges over the last three years? 
3. This program targets communities that are at-risk of being undercounted in the 2010 Census, including those identified in the grant eligibility criteria listed above.  What communities in your area are at risk? What barriers are there to getting people to fill out the census in your community? 
4. How does your organization collaborate with these communities and their organizations? Please describe groups or coalitions you have worked with in the past two years.

5. Please describe your plans for making sure everyone is counted in the Census in these at-risk communities. Please include specific details such as events you will have, materials you will develop or distribute, and the ways you will address the challenges to ensuring a complete count.
6. Please describe any ideas for how you might monitor the impact of your outreach efforts.
7. Please attach a detailed project budget to your application.
8. Please feel free to include any supplementary materials including outreach materials and organizational or promotional materials.
Please send your application by email to anthony@southerncoalition.org or by regular mail to Anthony Maglione, SCSJ, 115 Market Street, Suite 470, Durham, NC 27701. Do not include our first three pages of background when you submit the application.
